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it is interesting to note that the eastern country too was named
likewise. The Arang copper plate grant of Raja Mahajayaraja,
which is undated, refers to tlie Parnva grama in the Purvarastra,
so called according to Fleet from its position on the east of the range
of mountains, which were identified by Cunningham with those of
Mekhala.1 From these two examples it may be inferred that the term
ra$tra was - used in Gupta times in a rather loose way in order to
represent a large stretch of land. Probably it wag at first used as a
technical term in Kusana times when rastra was a unit larger than
the w'szya, as it occurs for instance in the Junagadh inscription of
Kudradaman, dated A. D. 151-2.

The ruler of the rastra was obviously styled as the
The inscriptions of the successors of the Guptas do not, however,
mention the unit rostra although they refer to the Eostrapati. For
instance, in the Kaira grant of Vijayaraja, the Eastern Calukyan
king, dated the year 394, viz., A. D. 642, and the Kavi grant of the
Jayabhata of the year 486, namely A. D. 7343 reference is first made
to the Visayapaii and then to the R&sfrarGrama Rfahattaras.*

The units of administration of the reign of Harsa too can be
ascertained to some extent. In the Harsacarita Harsa remarks to
Skanda Gupta : " Thus do national types vary, like the dress,
features, food, and pursuits of countries, village by village, town by
the town, district by district, continent by continent, and ciinae by
clime, " Therefore we learn that the village was called the grama, the
town, nagctra, district, dem, and the continent, dvlpa? These details can in
some cases be confirmed by contemporary epigraphic evidence. In
the Banskhera grant of Harsa, it is stated that the village called
Markatasagara lay in the bhukti of Ahicchatra (Ecmmac/ar) and in
the western pothaka of the Aiigadlya tn's

C. Conclusion

In conclusion the following provisional statement may be set
down as revealing the units of administration in the eastern, central
and western provinces of the Gupta empire from the rise of Samudra
Gupta to the death of Harsavardhana of Kanauj.
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